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A boy is all alone at a flat somewhere
in England. He immigrated to
England with his mother, and
because his mother works day and
night to make a living, the boy is
always alone.

A girl is all alone at a flat somewhere
in Korea. Her mother left the
family, and now the girl lives with
her grandmother. The girl is always
alone.

They are both going through growing
pains, the boy grappling with his
new identity as an immigrant to

the country and the girl struggling
with her new identity as a woman.
They are both invisible in school,
and while floating like two melting
ice bergs, the two meet and realize
they are alike. And for a short while,
the world seems to be moving in the
direction that they wanted; the girl
is about to meet her mother, and the
boy finally becomes close to Sarah,
the girl he has been interested in.
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But a storm comes and their world
is turned upside down. The boy’s
mother loses her job, the girl’s
mother remarries and starts a new
family, Sarah tells the boy to run
away with her, and the girl finds out
that Taehee, whom the girl wanted
to get away from, has been involved
in a sexual harassment at her agency.
Overwhelmed by the events that are
happening around them, they realize
they have been stranded somewhere
in life.

AEL Hug Haz




Boy

Boy

=13 EHOJ

= N |

Have you eaten?

379!

Bu Jiyoung!

Boy
Ay

L

2
Girl

And he senses her there — this Girl.
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During our Korea-England Youth
Exchange workshop in 2014, the
young participants from both Korea
and the UK impressed me with the
way they opened their hearts to each
other.

There was no barrier whatsoever
between them. They met as though
they were old friends rediscovering
the bonds that bound them together.
Language was no longer a barrier.
They savored all that was happening
around them. I was deeply moved
and tears welled in my eyes.

It is possible that Jiyoung and Will
might have waited for a moment like
that. They had been good friends for
quite a while, and their lives were
intertwined like the warp and weft
of a tapestry. We could say this was
long overdue. Evan and I should have
let them meet sooner.... Who knows
that they may be clicking their
tongues in disapproval as they fold
their arms.

However, there are things that
need time to be perceived and
be prepared before they can be
actualized.

During these past four years when
the stories of Jiyoung and Will were
not yet united, I may say, Evan and I
were cautiously exploring each other
and tearing down boundaries little
by little. The boundaries we had as
writers, as citizens with different
cultural backgrounds, as people with
different personalities... the process
of overcoming boundaries was
sometimes interesting, sometimes
unsettling, but we managed to go
beyond all those boundaries to a
point beyond logic. So please don’t
ask why it was written this way, how
Jiyoung and Will are able to sense
each other.

Frankly speaking, let me confess,
there once was a time when I got
lost while working on The Orange
Polar Bear. I had already reached
the point of no return and felt like I
would drown beneath the broken ice
if I continued to proceed... Luckily
for me, the ice did not break, and
I survived as a collaborator of The
Orange Polar Bear.

[ would like to express my
heartfelt thank you to the people
that gave me strength to go all the
way... to the Production Director
Kim Misun, who dissolves each
and every boundary there is with
laughter, to the Director Peter,
who manages to send out positive
energy even while under tremendous
pressure from all directions, to Evan,
the co-playwright, who made special
experiences possible for me, and to
each and every youth participant,
actor and actress, and all the staff of
The Orange Polar Bear. Thank you
all! Komapsudayang-
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The world feels like it’s ending, the
future bleak — if you go by the news
at the moment. How do you deal
with this as a young person? When
adults are making decisions which
will effect your future, and you're
constantly being told things are
getting worse — for the environment,
for safety, politically, financially —
how do you remain optimistic and
engage with the present?

Orange Polar Bear came out of
collaborating with Korean playwright
Sun Duck Ko; we worked with
teenagers both in the Birmingham
and in Seoul to find out about their
passions and their worries. We also
began and stuck with the artistic
provocation of could we write a play
about teens on two sides of the glob
connecting, but making a play that
also did just that: being told in two
languages with a mixed cast.

It’s been a challenge and a joy.
Thank you to everyone at Hanyong,
NTCK and Birmingham REP —
Misun, Judy, Tessa, and especially
Peter, for continuing to steer the ship
even when waters were rocky and
we got a bit lost along the way. And
a huge thank you to Sun Duck, for
jumping into the icy water with me.
You've been my life jacket on this
journey.
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Mother of Him, Keepy Uppy (UK
tour), Jekyll & Hyde (NYT/West
End), Consensual (NYT, West
End), Pronoun (National Theatre
Connections), WiLd! (UK tour),
Scarberia (YPT, Toronto & York
Theatre Royal, UK), Holloway
Jones (Synergy/Unicorn), Banana
Boys (Hampstead), Girls Like That
(Birmingham REP, West Yorkshire
Playhouse & Plymouth Drum;
Synergy/Unicorn & Tour).

24

<Mother of Him>

The Writers’ Guild Award of Great
Britain The Brian Way Award, RBC
National Playwriting Award at the
Tarragon Theatre in Toronto, The
King’s Cross Award in the UK, the
Samuel French Canadian Play Award
in the USA.

< 2] #E>

Jugend Theatre Preis Baden-
Wurttemberg (Germany), Scenic
Youth prize (France), Brian Way
Award, Royal Society of Literature’s
Literature Matters Award and

Writers’ Guild Award (all UK).
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In 2014 I came to Seoul with the writer Evan, and along
with Sun Duck and the team from NTCK we worked
with a group of teenagers. We asked them questions, we
did drama games and exercises, and we collected ideas.
Then back in Birmingham UK we did the same with
another similar group. It was amazing how similar, and
how different their answers were. It is the ideas that came
from these few sessions that have grown into Orange
Polar Bear. But that is only part of the story.

So many people have helped with the workshops, the
discussions, and the research for this project, that it is
hard to remember them all. But all through the process
of making and directing the play, what I do remember
clearly is the enjoyment, the passion and the excitement
that we have shared.

On one level this play is a story of two teenagers,
in separate countries, united by their sense of isolation
and invisibility. But it is also the story of a fascinating
and rich collaboration between artists, creating drama
together, working together, playing together, and proving
that there is more that unites us than divides us. We
have all made friendships that will last well belong this
production.

While that has been happening, we have tried to make
a play that will be understood and enjoyed equally by
audiences in Korea and England, and we look forward to
hearing what you think about it. Are you living in the
same world as Will and Jiyoung? Do you feel the same
way they do about things? Please let us know.
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